EVS Project 

“VOLUNTEER AMBASSADORS -EVERYONE 

SHOULD DO SOMETHING GOOD FOR OTHERS”

Location: Lovech, Bulgaria; NGO Ecomission 21st Century

Project period: 8 months; March 1, 2009 –  November 1, 2009

Application deadline: November 1, 2008

Number of volunteers: 2 volunteers 

Project language: English, Russian

Project Description:  

The Project ”Volunteer Ambassadors - Everyone Should Do Something Good for Others” will promote volunteerism and build the capacity  of the EVS Program in the Lovech Region in Bulgaria.  Two volunteers will participate in the EVS project who will work on the following directions:

Volunteer Position 1:  Collecting and summarizing information for the creation of a Bulgarian EVS web group

The volunteer will participate in the creation of a questionnaire for current EVS volunteers in Bulgaria in order to collect information, usefull links, EVS forms, upcoming events, and much more to include in the web group.  The volunteer will participate in the web group´s creation and be its monitor.    

Volunteer Position 2:  Popularization of the EVS Program and volunteerism in the Lovech Region

The EVS volunteer, together with local youth volunteers, will take part in the design and implementation of the traditional activities of the Resource Volunteer Center of the Ecomission 21st Century NGO in Lovech.  The activities that the volunteer will participate in include: arts and crafts with children from the local orphanages as part of the Big Brother Big Sister Program, celebration of International Youth Activity Week and World Earth Day – April 22, a week-long Spring Vacation with local children, a summer camp for children from local schools, celebration of the International Day of Youth– August 1st and the International Week of Mobility–September 22nd, and more.  The EVS volunteer will share his/her experience and good practices about implementing such activities in his home country.  

Both volunteers: will participate in popularizating the EVS program among youth by making presentations, together with the project team, in the towns of Lovech, Pleven and Svishtov.  

expectations of the volunteers:

Volunteer Position 1

· good computer skills in  Internet and web-groups such as Yahoo!, Microsoft Word, and Excel

· presentation skills

· high level of ability in the English or Russian language is preferred

· experience in project activities and non-formal education

· experience working with youth 

· experience working in a team and good communication skills

Volunteer Position 2

· experience in volunteer activities and non-formal education

· experience with youth activities/exchanges 

· high level of ability in the English or Russian language is preferred

· good computer skills in Microsoft Word, Excel

· desire to work with vulnerable groups from the local community

· experience working with youth 

· experience with working in a team and good communication skills

Organisation description:

Ecomission 21st Century is an ecological NGO located in Lovech, Bulgaria registerd in the year 2001.  Its 20 members are united in the missions to defend the human right to live in an eco-friendly environment, to increase youth participation in public life, and to confirm the civil and social principles of democracy.  The organization includes a Youth Center out of which operate the Youth Information and Consultation Center, the Big Brother Big Sister Program, and the Resource Center for Work with Volunteers.  About 20 high school youth volunteers meet regularly at the Center to implement various community service projects.  The organization is also certified as both a hosting and sending organization for the European Voluntary Service (EVS). The Youth Center regulalry sends Bulgarian youth to various national and international youth exchanges, camps, and trainings.

Local community: Lovech, Bulgaria

Population: 50,000 - 91.3% ethnic Bulgarians, 6.6% Turkish, 1.5% Roma, 0.6% other

Altitude: 200m. 

Climate: Temperate

Geographic location: Lovech is situated north of the Balkan Mountains, and on two banks of the Osam river.  On the eastern edge of Lovech is a 250m. plateau where the largest park, Stratesh, is located, and on the southwestern side are the hills Hisarya and Bashbonar.  

Culture: There are many cultural traditions in Lovech, including music, folklore, town celebrations, amateur artistic and theatrical activities, and sports.

Spots of interest:  In and around Lovech are many great places to visit: parks Stratesh and Bashbonar, the castle ruins, the zoo, the famous Covered Bridge where traditional crafts are sold, the Devetashka Cave, the Krushinski Waterfall, the Troyan Monastery, museums, and more.

For more infomration, please feel free to contact us at sarah.rushing@gmail.com or ecomission21@mail.orbitel.bg.

Association for Useful Activities “Ecomission 21st Century
Bulgaria

Nelly Miteva, Executive Director

5500 Lovech 

ecomission21@mail.orbitel.bg

Residential District Varosha

phone/fax +++359 68 603 834

1 Georgy Benkovsky St.  Youth Center


